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ACPC makes six awards, adopts new bylaws at Texas convention  
 
SAN ANTONIO, TX – Meeting at the St. Anthony Hotel last week, the American Council for 
Polish Culture (ACPC) held its annual national convention and awards banquet, where six 
distinguished Polish Americans were recognized on Friday, July 29.  
 
Robert Rusiecki, Consul General of the Republic of Poland in Houston, delivered a stirring 
keynote speech on the convention’s opening day July 27. Rusiecki called on Polish Americans to 
join together amid U.S. demographic and social changes, and changing global emigration 
patterns from Poland.   
 
“The fight for Polish culture becomes a fight for the status of the Polish national group in the 
USA, for the preservation of its individuality and tradition on the one hand, and for unity and 
joint political interest on the other,” Rusiecki said. “The future definitely requires action - as 
dynamic and powerful as possible.” 

Founded 74 years ago by New Yorker Thaddeus Slesinski, founder of the Polish Arts Club of 
Chicago, this year ACPC delegates representing 14 organizations passed 21 resolutions that 
included a pledge “to build and expand ACPC as a nationwide organization whose leadership is 
representative of the entire scope of Polish American culture.” 

“The mission of the ACPC I dare to say that it is more important now than it was when it was 
created in 1948,” Rusiecki noted.    

During the week, the 35 delegates also 
 

• Toured the 14,000 sq. ft. Polish Heritage Center at Panna Maria, TX 
• Held a concert showcasing a performance by ACPC’s 2022 Marcella Kochańska 

Sembrich Vocal Competition winner, mezzo-soprano Matilda Smoklij 
• Heard a luncheon presentation from New Jersey author and Polish Arts Club of Trenton 

President Donna Chmara about her forthcoming work Surviving Genocide 
• Approved amendments to ACPC bylaws  
• Announced a new on-line mapping project to honor the historical memory of Thaddeus 

Kosciuszko and Casimir Pulaski and 
• Discussed the possibility of a 75th anniversary convention in Michigan in 2023 

  



 
ACPC begins its 75th year of operations in 2023 as a nationwide group of more than 30 
organizations dedicated to promoting multiple aspects of Polish and Polish American culture and 
heritage, including history, visual and performing arts, literature and language. The group also 
manages several undergraduate and graduate scholarship programs. 
 
This past week ACPC also welcomed affiliate and supporting groups that had joined or rejoined 
the group in the past year from Connecticut, Illinois, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Nebraska, New 
York and Wisconsin.  
 
ACPC also proclaimed February 24, the start of Russia’s unprovoked second invasion of Ukraine 
since 2014, as Poland Ukraine Assistance Day.  
 
At the awards banquet, ACPC made the following 2022 awards to the following individuals: 
  

• LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD  MOST REV. JOHN W. YANTA, Bishop 
Emeritus of Amarillo, TX; Chairman of the Board and President of the Polish Cultural 
Center at Panna Maria Foundation. This award recognized Bishop Yanta’s fulfillment of 
a lifelong ambition of creating a cultural center dedicated to preserving the memory of 
the first Polish settlers in Texas, as manifested by the Polish Heritage Center at Panna 
Maria, which opened in October 2021.  
 

• DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD  DR. JOHN RADZILOWSKI, Ph.D.; Director 
of The Polish Institute of Culture & Research, Orchard Lake, Michigan Dr. Radzilowski 
is the author of many books on Polish and Polish American culture and history, as well as 
The Ukrainians which details the immigrant experiences of Ukrainian Americans. He has 
also been a professor of history at University of Alaska and president of PACIM, an 
ACPC member group in Minnesota. 

  
• CULTURAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD  NINA DRATH Concert pianist, teacher, 

concert organizer and holder of a Diploma Artist in Piano Performance from the Chopin 
Academy of Music in Warsaw.  Ms. Drath founded the Chopin Society of Texas in 1989 
in Corpus Christi, TX. Ms. Darth has been Professor of Piano at the University of Central 
Oklahoma beginning in 1985; later at Corpus Christi State University. In 1990 she 
opened a private studio where she has taught hundreds of students. 

 
• CULTURAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD:  ANNA GOLKA is a pianist, distinguished 

piano teacher, concert organizer originally from Warsaw. She founded the Frederyk 
Chopin Society of Houston in 2000 and is its president. Ms. Golka holds two master’s 
degrees from the Gdańsk Academy of Music, one in piano performance and the other in 
piano pedagogy. She is staff member of the International Chopin Summer Festival in 
Duszniki Zdrój, Poland.  

 

 



 
• FOUNDERS AWARD:  EDWARD KROLIKOWSKI, AIA is Chair of the Savannah 

General K. Pulaski Committee of the ACPC in Savannah, Ga. and retired Ssst. Chief of 
Engineering at the Savannah District of the US Army Corps of Engineers. His work has 
included managing construction projects in Poland, Ukraine and Bulgaria and heading 
the Odra River Flood Assessment team in Poland. Mr. Krolikowski has appeared as 
Gen. Pułaski for the annual Battle of Savannah ceremonies and developed educational 
programs at the Ft. Pulaski National Monument.  

 
• FOUNDERS AWARD:  CECILIA LARKIN; Current ACPC Music Committee Chair 

and former President of the Polish American Arts Association, an ACPC affiliate in 
Washington, DC Originally from Poland, Ms. Larkin grew up in Detroit and served as a 
producer and director at WJLB radio and was involved with ACPC’s Friends of Polish 
Art Michigan affiliate. In Washington, she earned a Career Intelligence Medal from the 
U.S. government agency employer for project work during Poland’s Communist period. 
She manages ACPC’s Marcella Kochańska Sembrich Vocal Competition. 

                                                                
                                                                     


